
Presenter Bio for March 04, 2023 Annual Safe Church Workshops 
 
 
 
Presenter A: Carol Penner 
Carol Penner is an ordained Mennonite minister who currently teaches 
practical theology at Conrad Grebel University College in Waterloo, 
Ontario.  Carol has worked as an advocate for survivors of pastoral 
misconduct and has written and consulted on the topic of abuse.  
 
 
 
 
Presenters B: Steve Snider & Peter Wyngaarden – Christian Horizons 
Steve Snider - Director of Workplace Learning, Christian Horizons 
Steve provides oversight to learning initiatives across Christian Horizons. 
Over Steve’s career, he has developed and delivered a variety of courses 
related to abuse prevention, response and abuse investigations, and 
equipped instructors both internally and externally.   
 
Peter Wyngaarden - Director of Quality, Research and Practice Initiatives,  
Christian Horizons 
Peter provides oversight to Christian Horizons’ harm and abuse 
prevention strategies and policies. Peter has developed and delivered 
courses on abuse prevention, abuse investigations, person-centered 
support and providing supports for challenging behaviour. 
Peter has a Master’s degree in Developmental Psychology and has served 
Christian Horizons for over 35 years.  
 
 
 
 
Presenters C: Jennifer Beaudin, Cat Bodden, Marianne, & Mark –  
Community Justice Initiatives 
 
Jennifer Beaudin (she/her) works at Community Justice Initiatives in the 
Revive program coordinating Facilitated Dialogue and Surrogacy services.  
Jennifer’s work centers on building community capacity to have difficult 
conversations about sexual harm through a restorative, trauma-informed 
and intersectional lens.  In the last 7 years, Jennifer has had the honour to 
work with many generous and dedicated volunteers who provide support 
to our community as group facilitators, dialogue facilitators and 
surrogates. 
  



Cat Bodden has been volunteering with the Revive program of Community 
Justice Initiatives for the last 9 years.  In her time, Cat has facilitated many 
groups including education groups for people who have offended sexually. 
Cat has also just recently worked with a team to create Revive’s new 
Surrogacy volunteer role and services. Cat completed her Bachelor of 
Religious Education in 1990 and her Masters of Theological Studies in 1995.  
Her ministry focus was on community outreach, youth, and 
counselling.   During this time Cat became very aware of the need of education within the 
church focusing on sexual harm. 
 
My name is Marianne Zettel, better known as Mare Zettel.  I was raised by 
2 very loving parents in the Roman Catholic Faith, I am the second youngest 
of 5 children, one of which is my twin sister.   I have been married for 37 
years, I have 2 adult children, and I have been a volunteer with CJI for more 
than 15 years.  As a survivor of childhood sexual abuse, I hope that sharing 
my story with you today will help shed light on how this can happen, how 
this experience has affected my life, what we can do to support people who have experienced 
sexual harm and how we can work together to reduce it. 
  
Mark is a Husband and a father of four children ranging in age from 2-
16.  He enjoys woodworking, and building with his hands, photography, 
and cycling.  The last two years he has participated in the Great Cycling 
Challenge, which raises money for kids cancer.   Mark has been with CJI 
since 2009 first participating in the Revive Peer Support groups, then 
becoming a volunteer with the Speaker’s Bureau.   He also joined the task 
force that would create the Surrogacy Program.   Mark Graduated from 
Heritage College with a Bachelor of Religious Education, and completed 1/2  
of his Master’s degree. 
 
 
 
Presenter D: Rev. Amanda W. Benckhuysen, Ph.D. 
Amanda Benckhuysen is an ordained pastor and theological 
educator who has been serving CRC Safe Church Ministry as the 
director, advisor, and consultant for the past 2 years.  In this capacity, 
Amanda supports Safe Church Coordinators and Teams as they work 
with churches to respond to situations of abuse with justice and 
compassion.   Amanda has also been involved with teaching and 
mentoring ministry leaders for many years, most recently in teaching 
leadership ethics to seminary students.  Amanda is the author of two 
books: The Gospel According to Eve: A History of Women’s 
Interpretation (2019) and Immigrants, the Bible, and You (2020). 


